Name

Adding and Subtracting Fractions R 4-2
with Unlike Denominators

If you are adding or subtracting fractions and the denominators are
not the same, the first thing to do is find a common denominator. The
best common denominator to use is the least common multiple of
the two denominators.

Step 1:
Use the LCMto find | Find % + % Find % - %
36‘3[?(;2?”?0“ The LCMof 2and 6is 6. | The LCD of 3and 4 is 12.
The least common
denominator (LCD) is 6.
a}e_p 2: | 2 2 3 9
rite equiva ent ~ - ~ T 19
fractions. :ELS g :41' ];12
+5 =+ -5 = —
2 6 3 12
ig%p 3: X 2 2 3 _ 9
or subtract. ~ - ~ T 19
Simplify if possible. 6 6 4 12
L1_.3 1_ 4
2 6 3 12
5 £l
6 12
Find each sum or difference. Simplify your answer.
3,5 _ 11 1 _
1. Z + § — 2' 17 - § -
4 4 5 4 _
3 £ +2= 4 697
2 7 _ 2,2 6 _
5. 3+40 = 6. 5t35 3=
7. Number Sense The least common denominator for the sum

% + % is 24. Name another common denominator that you
could use.

8. A recipe calls for J cup of milk and % cup of water. What is the
total amount of liquid in the recipe?
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